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Finland were limited, and the Russian emperor, as grand duke of Finland, became a constitutional monarch. No serious attempt at infringement of the legislative prerogatives of the diet was made by the Russian government until the very end of the nineteenth century.
No corresponding constitutional reform took place, in Russia. The only modification in the machinery of the Russian central government was the creation of the council of ministers. Established in 1857 and reorganized in 1861, the council had ill defined duties, and functioned hardly at all. It met seldom after 1862, and slipped into oblivion in 1883. In the reign of Alexander II, in spite of incessant agitation, proposals for representative government never passed the discussion stage. The "great reforms" had no direct effect on absolutism, and until 1905 the Crown retained all its autocratic powers.